


10:00-10:10: Introduction to animal day. 

10:00-10:02: Summary of presentation

10:02-10:06: Introduce animals with summary of animals

10:06-10:10: Hand out note sheet

10:10-10:30: PowerPoint with notes.

10:10-10:15: Small classroom pet introduction and examples

10:15-10:18: Sully the rabbit information

10:18-10:20: Rabbit or Hare identification

10:20-10:25: Ryder the puppy information

10:25-10:30: Dale the guinea pig information  and  identification

10:30-11:15: Caring for an animal project. 

10:30-10:32: Hand out project

10:32-10:35: Explain project

10:35-11:15: Work on project and answer questions 

11:15-11:30: Play with the animals.



 Students will be able to understand where 
classroom animals come from and the care 
that they need to survive. 

 Students will be able to understand 
important information in regards to caring 
for a classroom animal. 

 Students will understand what animals can 
and cannot be used in a classroom 
environment. 

 Students will get insight on handling animals 
along with why it is important to handle 
them correctly. 



 The students will listen to the PowerPoint 

presentation and take notes on what they 

think is the most important information on 

each slide. Once the slide is finished, the 

animal that accompanies the information will 

be shown and separate observations will be 

taken on the animal. 

(20 minutes total)

(5 minute section)



 Rabbits

Hamsters 

Guinea pigs

Gerbils

 Rats

Mice

All of these animals are considered MAMMALS!

Students will think of more examples of 

mammals.



A warm blooded animal. They are distinguished 

by fur, the secretion of milk and typically the 

birth of live young. 

Students will come up with more examples of 

mammals of any size. 



 Leopard Gecko

 Turtle

 Bearded Dragon

 Iguana 

 Anole

 Snake

All of these animals are considered REPTILES!

Students will think of more examples of 

reptiles.



A cold blooded animal with dry, scaly skin. 

They usually lay soft-shelled eggs on land.

Students will come up with more examples of 

reptiles of any size. 



 Frogs

 Fish

 Birds

 Insects

Students will come up with more examples. 



All about rabbits



Students will take down notes about the 

rabbit. Anything that is interesting to them. 

Meanwhile, the rabbit will be out as a visual.

(5 minutes) 



Males are called bucks, females called does

Does generally larger than bucks

 Rabbits are not rodents because they have 

two pairs of upper front teeth.

 Rabbit and hare family is called Leporidae. 

 Can live up to 10 years outside and 16 inside. 



Rabbits and Hares are usually classified as the same 

animal but they are very different. Rabbits, for 

example are born helpless. They're eyes are closed 

and they have no fur. Hares on the other hand are 

born with open eyes and fur. In fact, they are able to 

jump just minutes after birth! Rabbits also live in 

colonies in underground burrows. Hares construct a 

simple nest rather than a burrow and usually live 

alone, not socially. Lastly, the hare is usually longer 

than the rabbit and has longer ears. 





 1. Hare

 2. Hare

 3. Rabbit

 4. Hare

 5. Rabbit

 6. Rabbit



 Rabbits must ALWAYS have hay. 

 Plain rabbit pellets ¼ cup per 5 ft. body 

weight per day

Occasional treats in small amounts

 Limited amounts of sweet veggies such as 

carrots

Dark green leafy veggies daily

 Fresh water changed daily



 Indoor housing a must

Males and females must be housed separately

 Away from extreme heat 

 Fill litter box with newspaper and dump at 

least once a week.

 A smaller hideout is essential for security



 Always spay/neuter. 

 Talk to the rabbit daily and pet them. They 

are very social animals.

Do not approach rabbit from directly up 

front. 

 Lift the rabbit by supporting the hindquarters 

and forequarters at the same time. 

 They love enrichment and activities. 

 Rabbits are highly territorial.



All about Shih Tzu's



Students will take notes on what they think to 

be interesting. The puppy will be out as a 

visual. 

(10 minutes)



Originated in Tibet 

 Cross between Pekingese and Lhasa Apso

 Brought to the U.S after World War II

During ancient times they were selectively 

bred and seen in Chinese paintings. 

 Favorites of Chinese royals. No selling, 

trading or giving away.

Used as foot warmers for royals.



Most important is a loving, safe home

 Shallow water and food bowl 

 Brushed, combed and conditioned every day

 Toys, toys and more toys

 Light weight harness and leash for small 

necks

 Top quality puppy food. Keep enough for at 

least 2 weeks at a time. 



 Hyperthermia- Because of short, flat noses they may have 

difficulty breathing and overheat. Their nostrils are very 

small. 

 Kidney disease- Prone to kidney disease and bladder 

stones.

 Tear staining- Tiny tear ducts may become blocked so tears 

don’t drain. The hair will dye dark. Hairs and eyelashes 

may poke inward irritating the cornea. Dry eye is also 

common. 

 Matted hair- Must be brushed daily to avoid matting of long 

hair. 



 “Shih Tzu” means “Lion dog” in Chinese

One of the oldest dog breeds

 Tibetan monks considered them sacred

 First official dog of Ming Dynasty

 The American Kennel Club first recognized 

the breed in 1969

One of the most popular dog breeds in 

America

Mariah Carey has 2 Shih Tzu’s and Bill Gates 

has a Shih Tzu



At this time we will take a short break. The 

students will be able to look and play with the 

animals and ask any questions that they may 

have. 

(5 minutes)



All about Guinea Pigs



Students will take notes on important 

information. The guinea pig will be used as a 

visual. 

(5 minutes)



 Rodent that comes from South America

 Related to chinchilla and porcupine

Not aggressive, prefer to flee in danger not 

bite

 Sensitive to loud noises will panic.

 11 breeds 

 American/English, White-crested, Abyssinian, 

Peruvian, Silky and Teddy, Texel, Rex, Himalayan, 

Skinny pig



Minimum of 8 sq ft of floor space

Happier if housed with another guinea

Need solid flooring 

Must have hiding place 

 Should have something to chew on

 Paper or pine bedding changed weekly

 Susceptible to cold and overheating



 Guinea pig pellets made from plants, seeds and veggies 

should make up the bulk of the guinea’s diet

 Feed twice daily, once in morning and once at night 

 Small amounts of fresh fruit and veggies is recommended 

every day

 Vitamin C is not produced by them naturally so they should 

always get Vitamin C in their diet

 Fresh, clean water should ALWAYS be available

 Hay should be available at all times because it is great for 

the digestive system. 



 Carefully pick a guinea pig up one hand supporting the 

bottom, the other on the back

 They should always get extra exercise by running around in 

a small room but must be supervised because they can get 

into trouble.

 Can be brushed once a week. They will need a bath 

occasionally. Make sure water doesn’t get into their ears.

 Trim nails 1-2 times a month 

 See a vet annually for a check up



 American- Short hair, classic guinea pig look 

 Abyssinian- Long swirly hair, messed up look

 Peruvian- Long, straight hair, parted down the center

 Silkie- Long, smooth hair, slicked back look on head

 Teddy- Soft- looking short hair. Resembles a stuffed 
animal

 Texel- Curly, soft hair on whole body 

 White Crested- White crown above head. Short, 
smooth hair

 Rex- Short wool-like fur 

 Himalayan- Looks like a Siamese cat. Black color on 
noses, feet and ears 

 Skinny pig- Has some hair on feet and legs. Mostly 
bald.





 1. Himalayan

 2. Teddy

 3. Texel

 4. White crested

 5. American

 6. Rex

 7. Silkie

 8. Skinny 

 9. Peruvian

 10. Abyssinian 



The students will ask any remaining questions 

at this time. The teacher will explain the 

project, hand it out and answer any 

questions while the students begin.

Each student will get a copy of the PowerPoint 

presentation along with 3 sheets of blank 

paper.  



You have just bought a new pet. Your mom 

tells you that you must take care of the pet 

yourself, otherwise she will have to give it 

away. Unfortunately, you know close to 

nothing about how to take care of your new 

pet. Use the PowerPoint information that we 

went over in class to teach yourself how to 

take care of your new pet. 



 1. Choose any animal that we talked about today.

 2. Give him/her a name

 3. Use the PowerPoint information to find the following things: 

Housing 

Bedding

Food

Health requirements

 On another sheet of paper, draw the ideal house for your new 
pet. Don’t forget to include: 

Cage

Shelter

Water/food

Toys

Hay (If necessary) 

MAKE IT PRETTY!!! 


